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5001 Forest View Ave. Rockford, IL 61108 (815)227-8894

This is your “Back to School” information packet for 2010-2011.  We have included basic school information and forms that need to be filled out and kept on file for you child.  All forms can be turned in on “Back to School Day, or you may send them to the school office over the summer.  For your convenience, we have included a “check off list” of all required forms.

Back to School Day is a time for you and your child to meet your new teacher and bring in your school supplies.  It is also a time to put a deposit on lunch, and your extended care accounts and turn in all your forms.  Please stop in any time between 3:00 – 6:00 pm.  Mr. Erickson, our school principal will be there, and also Mrs. Strakeljahn, the school secretary, and Mrs. Cassioppi, the school nurse.  This is also a great time to get any questions answered for the upcoming year.
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Please join us for:

Back to School Day is Monday, August 16, 2010

Stop in anytime between 3:00 – 6:00 pm. in the gym

1st day of school is Wednesday, August 18th from 8:00 am – 11:00 am (No extended care available)
1st full day of school is Thursday, August 19th 8:00 am – 3:00 pm

Before/Aftercare Program

Alpine Academy of Rockford offers before care from 6:30 – 7:50 a.m. and after care from 3:00 – 5:30 p.m.  The cost is $3.50 per hour.  If you think you will be using the extended care program, please make a deposit in your extended care account.  Your account will be debited when your child use’s the extended care service.  For safety reasons any child not picked up by 3:10 will be sent to the Aftercare Program, and you will be responsible for the charge.  Students can not be left unattended before or after school hours.  We recommend that you fill out the enclosed forms, even if your child will be attending for one day.
Lunch Costs/Lunch time
Our Lunch program is as follows: Every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday your student will need to bring his or her own lunch, or they have the option of purchasing one of the microwavable entrees we keep on hand.  If they forget a lunch, we will have a la carte items such as microwavable entrees, assorted snacks, and drinks.   We will never let your child go hungry.    Every Friday we will have pizza.  The Friday lunches are $3.00 and drink $0.50.   Milk is available every day for $0.50.   If your child will be purchasing a lunch or drink you will need to put money on your lunch account.  Like the extended care account, your child’s lunch account will be debited when he/she purchases a lunch.
School Supply List

If there are supplies you are unable to find ask your child’s teacher at “Back to School” day or the first day of school.  

Assignment notebooks for grades 2nd – 6th grade will be sold at “Back to School” day for $3.00.  
School Hours

Our school hours are 8:00a.m.-3:00p.m.  Class starts promptly at 8:00a.m.  Students may enter their classroom at 7:50a.m.   Any student dropped off prior to 7:50a.m. must go to the before care program.  Preschool and Kindergarten classes are dismissed at 2:50p.m. 

All students need to be at their desk and ready to start the school day at 8:00a.m.
Uniforms
Please review the “Standardized Dress” policy that is enclosed in this packet. Note that the blue “RR plaid” is acceptable.  Please note the specified colors for polos and the only plaid that we allow is the blue RR plaid.  We do not specify where you purchase your uniforms but we do have specific colors that are allowed and specific styles.  Just because an item is in a uniform department or catalog, it does not mean that it is in our school dress code please refer to the uniform policy as to what is allowed.  

Jeans for Jesus

Last year we had a “Jeans for Jesus “program that we will continue for the 2010-2011 school year. Students are allowed to wear jeans (in good repair and modest in style) on Friday with either a uniform top or an Alpine Academy Spirit wear top. Students bring in change to donate on Fridays in order to wear jeans.  Each quarter Alpine Academy will donate the collected change to a charity. Last year we were able to donate over $1,200.00 through out the year. 

Medical
The State of Illinois has made some changes for physicals, dentals and vision.   If you have any questions about the changes contact, Rosann Cassioppi, R.N. at 227-8894. Please have the appropriate forms turned in by the first day of school.
The Winnebago County Health Department (WCHD) Vision and Hearing Program have served parochial and public schools for approximately 38 years at no charge.  Difficult economic times have caused them to evaluate the vision and hearing screening program, which has resulted in the need to establish a cost-related fee for these services. The fee is $2.50 for vision and $2.50 hearing.
If your student is not mandated to have any screenings, you may still have them screened.  I cannot stress how important it is to have your child screened every year.  Over the years I have seen more students requiring glasses after nine years old then under the age of nine.  So, please consider having your student screened.
Below is a list of health requirements for each grade.
Preschool-3 and Preschool-4

· A physical exam with appropriate immunizations for the age.

· A hearing & vision screening (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department, free of charge)  

Kindergarten

·  **A vision exam completed by an ophthalmologist or optometrist (a new law that went into effect January 2008).

· A physical exam with appropriate immunizations for the age.

· A dental exam completed by a dentist.

· A hearing screening.  Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department)
1st Grade

· A hearing screening.  Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department)

· Recommend vision screening. Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department)

2nd Grade

· A dental exam completed by a dentist.

· A vision screening. Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department)

· A hearing screening.  Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department)
3rd Grade

· A hearing screening.  Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago Health Department) 

· Recommend vision screening. Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department)

4th Grade

· Recommend hearing screening.  Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department)

· Recommend vision screening. Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department)

5th Grade

· Recommend hearing screening. Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department)

· Recommend vision screening.  Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department)

6th Grade

· A physical exam with appropriate immunizations for age.

· A dental exam completed by a dentist.

· Recommend vision screening. Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department)

· Recommend hearing screening.  Cost $2.50 (Done at school by the Winnebago County Health Department)

Any over-the-counter medication (i.e. cold medication, cough syrup) that your child needs to take must be sent in the original container - this means the medicine needs to be with the original bottle containing the directions.  Without this the medication cannot be given.   Any student receiving daily medication at school must have a medication form signed by the child’s doctor.  The parent must sign all forms. These forms are available from Mrs. Cassioppi the school nurse. 
**The kindergarten vision exam must be done by an ophthalmologist or optometrist. For your convenience, below is a list of places and hours that offer vision exams.
	Dr. Gary Koteles

Dr. John Alexander

Dr. Cathy Alexander

815-971-2000

401 North Perryville Road

Call for an appointment
	Lens Crafters (Cherry Vale Mall)

815-332-3233

Mon-Fri  10am-6:30pm

Sat 10am-5pm

Sun 11am-4pm

	Walmart (East State St. Cost $50.00)

815-636-0440

Mon, Tues, Wed 10am-11am  & 1pm-5:30pm

Th  11am-7pm

Fri, Sat 10am-3pm

Sun 1pm-3pm
	Target   (East State St. Cost $54.00)

815-227-1820

Tues  10am-6pm

Wed  3pm-5pm 

Th      11am-7pm

Fri      10am-2pm

Sat     10am-4pm


Newsletter

A school newsletter goes home ever other Friday.  There will also be handouts attached to the newsletter pertaining to sports and other activities we have.  If you misplace your copy, there will be extras in the hallway by the office.  If parents have two different residences and the parent who does not have primary custody would like correspondence such as the newsletter or report cards sent to them, please give your address to the teacher in writing. It would be helpful if you give the teacher a handful of self-addressed, stamped envelopes.

Visitations

For safety reasons, all outside doors are locked during school hours.  Please ring the doorbell at the front door to be let in during school hours. You are welcome to visit your child in school as long as it does not cause any disruptions.  Please talk with your child’s teacher about their schedule.  All visitors should also check in at the main office with the school secretary. You may take your child out for lunch anytime; however, his/her teacher must be informed.  Please make every effort to have them back at school on time.
Returning Correspondence

Any correspondence you have; field trip forms, volunteer forms, tuition or lunch checks, etc. may all be given to the teacher.  If you feel more comfortable, there is a black locked payment box outside the office.  Please state the reason, in the memo, for the check.
Families Are Welcome
Grandparents and family members are welcome to any activity we have at the school, i.e. the Chapel (currently on Tues. at 10:20 a.m.), Christmas program etc. 

Phone Calls

If your student is absent, please state the reason and any symptoms for the absenteeism.   There will be no phone usage after school unless it is an emergency, so tell your child to make plans before school. 

Communication

It is extremely important to have good communication with your child’s teacher.  It helps you both stay on the same page with your child. If parents have two different residences and the parent who does not have primary custody would like correspondence such as the newsletter or report cards sent to them, please give your address to the teacher in writing. It would be helpful if you give the teacher a handful of self-addressed, stamped envelopes.

PTO Events/Questions

Any questions you may have regarding PTO events, which include any fundraisers, Grandparents Day, Young Authors, Fun Fair, Box Tops, etc. will be available at “Back to School” night.
The PTO relies heavily on fundraising throughout the school year to fund different events and goals they want to accomplish.  Please try to participate in at least one of the fundraisers that we have. PTO meetings are open to all families.  By attending, you will play an active part in your child’s school by voicing your opinion on the fundraisers we have and what the money is used for. The meeting dates will be in the newsletters, Alpine Academy of Rockford web page, and on the school marquee. 

Fundraising

The first day of school, your child will be bringing home our first fundraiser of the year, wrapping paper, gifts, etc.  This is our biggest fundraiser of the year.  Please look for that packet the first week after school starts.  

School Sports

Information about the school sports program will be in the gym on “Back to School” day, Monday, August 18 from 3:00 –6:00 p.m. The fee per sport is $65.00

Free Money for Alpine Academy
“Back to School” day is a great time to bring in all of the Campbell Soup labels, and General Mill’s Box Tops for Education and Tyson Project A+ labels that you’ve been collecting all summer.  We no longer collect ink cartridges, Pure Life water labels or milk caps. Do not forget, if you shop at Logli’s, Office Depot, or Target they will donate a certain percentage of your sale to the school of your choice.  Inquire at the service desk for details. If you shop online at Office Depot, our schools number is 70118835. All of these programs are great ways to support your school. 

Thank you for sending your child to Alpine Academy.  We look forward to a wonderful year of education and getting to know you and your child better. 
DROP-OFF/PICK-UP GUIDELINES
For the safety of all our children, please follow this guide for dropping off and picking up your student. All students are to be dropped off at the main doors on the southwest side of the building.  When driving, dropping off, or picking up students please use every safety measure.  Stay in line with the other cars, do not pass cars (some of our students are short and can not be seen when in front or behind cars).

The drop off & pick up lane is a No Parking Zone.  Please do not park or leave your car running in this lane.  The cars behind yours are unable to move forward.  Not following these rules creates an unsafe parking lot for our students and makes many – many parents, who do follow the rules very angry. Please be considerate of all of the other parents and students.  
Parents please note--- We have had many complaints from parents about the morning drop off at the before care door --- please be aware of the following:

1.  Do not park behind another parent’s parked car when you are dropping off your student.  When you are saying goodbye and talking to your child – you are holding up other parents that are also trying to get off to work. 

2. Do not leave your car running behind another car or in front of the door and then bring your child into before care – once again you will be holding up families that are behind you. 





 









Before Care – Please use the north door entrance into the gym for before school care. 


The front door to the school will not be open until 7:40 am.  If you are dropping your child off before 7:50 they will need to go to before care. 





Students who are dropped off before 7:40 am or students that need before care will need to use the north door to enter the school. 





Parking in the North Parking lot – There is not a drop off line designated in this parking lot.  Please use the parking spaces and do not park behind any other cars.  





Once again, please be considerate of the other parents dropping off & picking up their children.                              4/2010
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Do NOT park in the drop-off/pick-up lane. 


This lane is to drop off and pick up your child; then move along. If you need to leave your vehicle, park in a parking spot.
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