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Principal news

By: Sean Cook

6th Grade 
 
The teacher that was interviewed was Mr. Erickson, principal of our school. He said that he has been in the education job for 50 years. He has been in the principal job for 40 years as of this year. He said that he was happy answering my questions. I asked why he didn`t give out detentions any more. He said, “Kids still do get detentions, but only if someone does something that they need to have a detention for doing.” 

 The person that was interviewed was someone who had a lot of experience with him. He said that he didn’t want to talk about this very time he had been there for a while, and he didn’t like going there. He was there a lot when he made lots of noise or hurt someone.  

The most fun thing he`s done this year was watching the students learn new things this year. He said “the younger students are always the louder at lunch than the older kids at lunch time.” The wooden trucks in his office he made from many different woods. Some of them even have moving parts to them.




Steven Gowan, Alex Todd, Chris Rakosczy, Brandyn DeCoto, and Tanner LaFew
Preschool Helps to Spread Some Wings
By: Brooke Honzel,
6th grade

Butterflies were raised from caterpillars by    the preschool class at the beginning of the school year. They were lovingly fed and had been given names, which were picked by the kids. The butterfly was kept in a mesh- covered cage in the classroom. The students monitored daily the changes that the butterflies underwent. Finally, after the butterflies had grown up, they were released into the wild. 

Preschool teacher Ms. Holmer states that she chooses to do this activity because it is educational, and, on the plus side, the kids love to do it. “I liked feeding them, and I liked watching them. It was really fun!” says preschooler Mason Schneider.

Mrs. Holmer does this activity yearly. This year’s 
activity pleased her, as it was a huge success. Some other activities this year include making homemade slime, cooking in the classroom, and going on field trips.   
Our Kindergartners Soar to Success 

 By: Kate Turmo 
6th grade
The kindergartners of Alpine Academy have learned a lot this year. But it didn’t come easy. They had to work hard and practice a lot. Lucas Turmo, a current kindergartner, went from barely being able to write his first name, to being able to write his full name. Lucas isn’t the only one. All of the students are eager to learn and have.

The students have a great example to follow. Their teacher, Mrs. Palmer, adores her class. She finds them very interesting. They all have different personalities. Some are funny, while others are serious. There are some kids that are very shy, but others will talk to you all day. She said they are easy to teach because of their eagerness to learn.

The classroom is just one place that the children have learned. They went on a field trip to the Discovery Center, and Lucas said, “We learned about bugs and played on the wood playground.” All (“Soar to Success” continued) the kids had a lot of fun, and want to go back there.

Mrs. Palmer really likes teaching her students, but all the support from the parents makes her job easier. She has a lot more support then she thought. She greatly appreciates it. She said, “Alpine Academy is a wonderful place to teach!”
First Grade Grows Successfully
By: Lindy Dokken

6th Grade


“First grade’s growth amazes me,” states Mrs. Robbel, the first grade teacher. She says that the first grade is focusing on Rocket Math. Someone recommended Rocket Math to Mrs. Robbel, and she’s been very happy with it since then. The children are quickly improving their addition and subtraction facts. They take a test to see how many addition or subtraction facts they can finish in a certain amount of time. Once they finish their packet, they celebrate with ice cream and popsicles. Also, they have a kindness can, so when they see someone do something kind, they write it down and put it in the can. Mrs. Robbel asks that it is anonymous because she just wants the children to know that people notice your kind actions instead of what you do wrong.


Gwendolyn Flood, a first grade student, says, “First grade is so fun!” She loves snack time because it’s the only other time, besides lunch, that she gets to eat. Gwendolyn also says that Alpine Academy is the best school ever. Gwendolyn loves when someone has a birthday because they bring in yummy treats to eat. She mostly reads chapter books, as do most of the other first graders. The children read from first to fourth grade level books. The class went to the “Polar Express” play and loved it. With all of their excitement, adventures, and learning, Mrs. Robbel is helping her students build up strong characters of God.
Favorite Field Trip of the Second Grade

By Amanda McGarry 6th grade


The second grade has been on lots of field trips, but the one they enjoyed and favored the most was Tinker Cottage. They went there on Monday, May 10, 2010. Their teacher, Mrs. Carlson, said, “I brought them to Tinker Cottage because it is an interesting look at what Rockford looked like in the 1800s.” The second grade went there, learned new things about Rockford, and most of all, had fun at Tinker Cottage. They weren’t the only ones that went along to Tinker Cottage. The parents went there, also. Wonder how they got there? They got to Tinker Cottage by the parents’ cars, vans, and Jeeps. Wow, the second grade, parents, and their teacher must have had a lot of fun at Tinker Cottage and learned more about Rockford. 

The Third Grade School Year

By: Kellie Brassfield 
6th grade

    Brittani Turmo is a third grade student at Alpine Academy. She had a fabulous year. Mrs. Ford, the third grade teacher, agrees with Brittani. She had a phenomenal year and loved her students. She thought they worked well and loved to do fun projects. Brittani had done a lot of exciting activities this year, but her favorite was weaving. They treated each other well and were nice and hard working for Mrs. Ford. Her class took three field trips - Old Stone School, the play “Narnia”, and the Discovery Center. Mrs. Ford liked going on field trips because the class was polite, respectful, and they listened well.  Brittani likes this school because she has good friends that treat her well. Brittani learned a lot from her teacher, Mrs. Ford. She learned division,    multiplication, weaving, and new Bible verses. At the end of the day, Mrs. Ford will look for the quietest row to dismiss first. Overall, Brittani and (“Third Grade Year” continued) Mrs. Ford had a great year. This is Mrs. Ford’s best group of students, and Brittani had a blast with her friends.
4th Grade Fun

By Mackenzie Callison

6th grade

In fourth grade this year, they had a lot of fun. Mrs. Schulenburg, the fourth grade teacher, thought the most fun was their animal unit in February, but fourth grade student, Tyler Callison, disagrees. He thinks the U.S. unit was the most fun. In the animal unit, they got a hands on kit from the DNR (Department of Natural Resources) for free. Mrs. Schulenburg learned about the kit at a workshop. In the kit they got to look at the food animals ate based on their teeth. They also got to look at the animals’ paws and how they helped the animals. In the very end they took everything downstairs to the science lab to show off to the school. Along the way, they got to do fun experiments like playing with worms.

In the U.S. unit, in March, each student picked a state and did a bunch of research on it. When they had a lot of information, they put it all in a brochure. They put them in the hall for everyone to see. They also did a packet on the states. They also learned all the states and capitols. To help them do this, they played fun games like “Around the World”.

The U.S. unit and the animal unit both sound fun. But no matter what they thought was most fun, the important thing is they all had fun, and it was a great class. The fourth grade and Mrs. Schulenburg liked this class because, “We all got along well and worked together very well. They are also very creative and love to sing.” stated Mrs. Schulenburg. It sounds like a great class. They also had a lot of fun. 
The 5th Grade Had an Exciting Year!
By, Anthony Busse

6th grade

This past school year (2009-2010) at Alpine Academy, the 5th grade had a pretty exciting year. According to the teacher, Mr. V., the class’s favorite thing to do was play a ball game called Dr. Dodgeball. They also went on a fieldtrip to the Shedd Aquarium in Chicago. They went there because the class chose to go there. Student, Kirsten Gustafson, states, “It will be something I will always remember from 5th grade.”

 Teacher, Mr. V., also told some of his famous stories to the 5th grade this year. He says the funniest one he told was about a kid with a bad hand. Student Kirsten Gustafson’s opinion of Mr. V. is that he is a great teacher. 

The 6th Grade Class Field Trips

By Conlan Pottinger
6th Grade

This sixth grade year, the sixth grade received an awesome new teacher, Mrs. McCallips. At first, most students were a little nervous about having a new teacher. Would she be mean? Nice? Pure evil? Nope! She was the best sixth grade teacher ever.

During the first couple of months, she tried to make a trust bond. The sixth grade went to a place called Camp Winnebago. At the camp, students did trust exercises. Mrs. McCallips still thinks they need to work on trust and respect in the 6th grade classroom.

Another field trip the sixth grade students went on was in May, and it was an astonishing play. The theater they went to was the Fireside.  They went to see the play called Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat. The play, and the food, was excellent. Mrs. McCallips and Mr. Erickson both helped plan out the fieldtrip. Mrs. McCallips thought that it would be a good opportunity to learn etiquette and have a more mature environment, prior to the students going to 7th grade. 

Mrs. McCallips hopes that all her students have (“Sixth Grade” continued) improved and will use that knowledge in the future.
[image: image2.jpg]


Sixth Graders: Nathan Gulley, Anthony Busse, Conlan Pottinger, Kellie Brassfield, Lindy Dokken, Kate Turmo, Brooke Honzel, Amanda McGarry, Kaitlyn Gowan, Mackenzie Callison, Avery Salberg, and Sean Cook
The Favorite things in Music Class

By: Nathan Gulley

6th grade
Students and teachers see school subjects from different perspectives. The music teacher and one student were asked questions about their views of the Alpine Academy class for the 2009-2010 school year.

Mrs.McGarry, the music teacher, states that her favorite thing in music this year was the Easter Program. She said, “I like seeing the students put into practice what they learned throughout the year.” Mrs. McGarry also gets help from people in the school, like the 5th grade class in setting up the chairs, and Mr. Tim in helping with technical equipment and set up. She always makes sure her outlines are ok with Mr. Erickson, the school principal.

Sean Cook said his favorite thing in music class was playing “Rock Band.” His class would play it every three weeks if they didn’t get 3 X’s. The music teacher made them into teams and had them make a name. Then every third week when they didn’t get 3X’s, every team got to play one song.

Even though students and teachers don’t see things from the same perspective, they can agree on their overall opinions. This year the teacher and her students both said they had a great time in music at Alpine Academy. It also looks like they had fun playing and working in school.
The Amazing Artistic Skills of Alpine Academy Fall off the Charts
By: Avery Salberg
 6th grade

At Alpine Academy the artistic skill is very high. The students pass the expectations of the teacher. 


“The best project of the year was when we had to do a bunch of random designs on a sheet of paper,” says Anthony Busse, 6th grade.


 They had to draw images like a giant spoon, mountains, and a small building. After all of the directions were done, they could draw whatever they wanted to draw. The random picture was Anthony’s best and favorite art project of this school year.


According to Mrs. Schmid, the art teacher, she really loved teaching the students this year because they were really great kids. The younger ones were especially a joy to her because they were excited and full of energy about the projects. The older ones were a joy to her, too, because they were more experienced, so she could do more with them.


“The kids really surprise me with their amazing artistic skills,” says Mrs. Schmid.

Skating Time

By: Cody Ahrens 
6th Grade 
 
 Hearing music at Alpine Academy? Well, it’s coming from the gym. Every year, kindergarteners through six graders roller skate in the gym. According to Mrs. Deppe, P.E.teacher, and Nathan Gulley, 6th grade student, said, “Roller skating was the most fun gym unit of all year.” Thanks to Mrs. Deppe, we can have this fun, learning experience. At this time, everyone has fun skating and listening to the music. Whenever this skating unit comes up in January, everyone is excited. Preschool through 3rd grade have four wheeled (“Skating Time” continued) skates, and 4th through 6th grade use blade skates that have three wheels instead of four.

    There are a lot more fun units at Alpine Academy, but this was the most fun for both students and the teacher. During this fun and exciting unit, students also do the limbo while they are on skates. They also do the Macarena and the chicken dance while on skates.   
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Excitement Fills
the Air in Spanish and Computers

By: Kaitlyn Gowan
6th grade   

The classes do some exciting activities in Spanish and Computers. The sixth graders played Spanish bingo, third graders learned about the Iditarod, first and second graders learned the alphabet in Spanish, and third through sixth grade finished their Spanish books.



The sixth graders just finished a large test in Spanish. They took the test near Easter. 
The third graders every year in Computers start with the Iditarod. All the students did well.  They did a great job because they kept track of their lessons.


The students still have a lot to learn, but they are doing their best to learn. “I love teaching both Spanish and Computers. Learning about any language when you are young makes it easier to learn more later. Computers just keeps getting better,” says Mrs. Ewaldz.
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